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Abstract:

A collection of photographs taken by a photojournalist named Kulwant Roy, and later
restored by Aditya Arya, allows us to examine the version of history which they represent.
Kulwant Roy was one contributor to a process of representation; other contributors
included scores of journalists, creative writers, film-makers, and historians. Looking
critically at the photographs means interrogating what they are meant to celebrate. What
was photographed, and what was not? Comparison of such images with contemporary
European photojournalism can also be revealing. Perhaps such photographs cleanse modern
Indian history of its unrelieved sufferings, unmet aspirations, and underplayed continuities. As
for what they do not show, we may let our imagination wander, and as in a school exercise,
fill in the blanks.
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