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UNIT I 
13. Geography of Indian Subcontinent: Physical features changing regional pattern in History; Sources of Early Indian History 
1. Prehistoric Cultures in India: From Hunting Gathering to the emergence of Agriculture communities; 

2. Harappan Civilization: Ecological Setting, Town Planning, Trade and Commerce, Society and Religion, Decline and 
Diffusion 

 
UNIT II 

3. Chalcolithic cultures; the Indo-Aryans: Images from Texts and Archaeology 
4. Early Vedic and Later Vedic Societies: Polity, Economy, Society and Religion 
5. Early states and Cities: Janapadas, Mahajanpadas; Jainism, Buddhism 

 
 

UNIT III 
 

6. The Mauryan Empire: Administration, Economy and Society; Ashoka and hisDhamma; Decline of Mauran Empire 

7. The post-MauryanPeriod: New political Powers; Kushanas, Shakas and Satavahans; Trade, Craft, Commerce and Urban 
Development (c. 200 BCE to 500 CE) 

8. Gupta Dynasty: Administration, Economy, Society, Religion, Art and Literature  

 
UNIT IV 

 
9. Post-Gupta Kingdoms in North India: Harshavardhana, Palas, Pratiharas and Rashtrakutas 
10. The Making of Regional Identities: Historical Process in Peninsular India: Chalukyas, Pallavas and Pandayas 
11. Growth of Regional Cultures in North India: The State and Economy; the debate on Feudalism 
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