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UNIT I 
THE MUGHAL EMPIRE 

1. Sources for the study of Mughal Empire 
2. Babur’s conquest of northern India 
3. Mughal-Afghan conflict and the Sur interregnum 
4. Mughal expansion and consolidation under Akbar, Jahangir, Shahjahan and Aurangzeb; new 
military technology. 
 

UNIT II 
 POLITICAL CENTRALIZATION, THEORY OF KINGSHIP AND FORMS OF POLITICAL 

LEGITIMACY 
1. Administrative centralization under Akbar; the Mansab and  Jagir systems; changing composition 
of Mughal nobility. 
2. Mughal theory of kingship and forms of political legitimation 
3. State and religion with special reference to Akbar and Aurangzeb 
4. Relations with Ottomans, Safavids and Uzbeks 
 
 

UNIT III  
EMERGENCE OF REGIONAL POWERS 

1. The rise of Marathas, Maratha state under Shivaji and the Peshwas 
2. Nature of Rajput polity during the Mughal period 
3. Rise and growth of Sikh Power 
4. Political structure of Deccan kingdoms and post-Vijaynagar Nayaka states 
 

 
UNIT IV 

REBELLIONS, DECLINE AND DISINTEGRATION 
1. The crisis in agrarian and jagir systems; agrarian revolts of the late 17th and the early 18th centuries 
2. The Rajput revolt of 1679 
3. Disintegration of the Mughal Empire in the first half of the 18th century 
4. The nature of Mughal successor states in the 18th century 
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UNIT I 

1. State and Economy 

(i) Elements of economic continuity and change from the pre-Sultanate to the Sultanate 
period. Economic consequences of the establishment of the Delhi Sultanate. 

(ii) Centralization of power and the iqta system;  
(iii) System of agrarian taxation and rural classes under the Sultans. 

UNIT II 

2. Agrarian Economy and Society 

(i) Structure of rural society; peasant and zamindars- stratification; ownership in land during 
the Mughal period.  

(ii) Methods of assessment and collection of land revenue under the Mughals.   
(iii) Village community.   

UNIT III 

3. Urban Economy and Society 

(i) Urbanization and growth of urban towns- Sultanate and the Mughal period. 
(ii) Non- agricultural production and organization of urban production.  
(iii) Impact of European technology on Indian techniques of production. 

UNIT IV 

4. Trade and Commerce 

(i) Internal trade and foreign trade during the Mughal period. 
(ii) Merchants and brokers.    
(iii) Potentialities of economic growth in the medieval Indian economy.        
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UNIT I 

1. The Renaissance in Italy 

2. The Age of Explorations and early colonial conquests 

3. The Reformation in Europe 

 

UNIT II 

4. The transition from feudalism to capitalism 

5. The rise of absolutist states in Europe 

6. The Scientific Revolution 

UNIT III 

7. The Enlightenment 

8. Mercantilism in the eighteenth century 

9. Society and culture in early modern Europe 

 

UNIT IV 

10. The agricultural revolution in Britain 

11. The coming of the Industrial Revolution 

12.  The American Revolution 
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