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ROLE OF SUFIS AND SUFI SHRINES IN INDIAN HISTORY 
 

 
 

 

UNIT-I 

1. Growth of Sufism and Sufi orders in Islam; advent of Sufi Silsilas in India 

2. Growth and expansion of Sufi silsilas in India: Chistis, Suhrawardis, Qadiris and Naqshbandis 

3. Representations of Sufi life and thought in Malfuzat, Tazkiras, Maktubat and Hindavi romance narrative 

 

UNIT-II 
 

4. Sufis and the state: Sultanate, Mughal and Colonial periods 

5. Sufis, Society and gender relations 

6. Sufi interactions with Nathpantis, Sants, and Vaishnava devotees 

 

UNIT-III 

 

7. Growth of Sufi-saint cults and political-religious authority of the Sufi shrines 

8. Sufis and Sufi Shrines during the Colonial period 

9. Sufism in Contemporary India 
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HISTORY OF HINDI CINEMA IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 
 

 
 

 

 

 

1. The Parsi theatre and other antecedents. 

UNIT-I 

COLONIAL BEGINNINGS 

2. Silent movies, the studio system and a pan-Indian audience. 

3. Mythologicals, historicals and the recovery of the past. 

4. The singing talkie and the invention of a Hindustani cinema. 

5. The city and modernity in the Bombay film. 

 

UNIT-II 

THE NATION AND ITS DISCONTENTS 

6. Dreaming up the Nation: Mother India and after. 

7. The three ages of the Hero: Idealist, Hedonist and Vigilante. 

8. Gendered women: mother, vamp and the suitable girl. 

9. The „Muslim Social‟: representing the Other. 

10. Subaltern stories: peasants, workers and the poor. 

 

UNIT-III 

GLOBALISATION AND ITS ASPIRATIONS 

11. The diaspora and the perfect Hindu family. 

12. Gangster noir: derivative dons and a new underworld. 

13. Patriots and terrorists: heroes and villains for the fin de siecle. 

14. Home and the World, or how the West is done. 

15. The multiplex and the political economy of Bombay cinema. 
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THE GANDHIAN THOUGHT: POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
 

 
 

 

UNIT-I 

1. Situating Gandhi in biographical and historical perspectives. 

2. Journey to South Africa and construction of multi-cultural/ plural world view 

3. Experimenting with techniques of political resistance 

4. Hind Swaraj: Critiquing the Colonial hegemony 

 

UNIT-II 

5. Conceptualizing Satya and Ahimsa as tools of self-empowerment 

6. The Bhagwat Geeta as Gandhi guide to moral and ethical practices 

7. Gandhi and Varnashram and the caste question 

8. Campaigns against untouchablity; Gandhi-Ambedkar debate 

 

UNIT-III 

9. Gandhi‟s idealization of the rural society as Village Republic 

10. Critiquing the industrial society and search for an alternative 

11. Gandhi and the women question, personal and political 

12. In search of the lasting Hindu-Muslim unity 

 

UNIT-IV 

13. Gandhi and political campaigns against the colonial rule. 

14. Education as tool of social transformation 

15. Gandhian visualization of the state system and citizens 

16. Critics and admirers of Gandhi on local and global scale 
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4. Dalton (ed.), The Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi, Popular Book Depot, Bombay, 1946. 

5. Davdid Hardiman, Gandhi in His Times and in Ours: The Global Legacy of His Ideas, California University Press, New 

York, 2003, 

6. Douglas Allen (ed.), The Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi for the 21th Century, Lexington Books, 2008. 
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16. Margaret Chatterjee, The Religious Thought of Mahatma Gandhi, University of Norte Dame Press, Norte Dame, 1983. 

17. Pyarelal, Mahatma Gandhi-The Early Phase, Navjivan Publishing House, Ahmedabad, 1956. 
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21. Ramachandra Guha, Gandhi: The Year that Changed the World, 1914-1948, Random House Canada, 2018. 
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INDIAN ARCHITECTURE IN MEDIEVAL TIMES (1200-1753) 
 

 
 

 

UNIT-I 

1. Precedents: Architecture in the Islamicate world; Questioning “Islamic” and “Hindu” Architecture 

2. Advent of the Turks: Introduction of new techniques, forms and decorative motifs 

3. The Qutub Complex: Its interpretation and the rhetoric of a „Hegemonic Islam‟ 

4. Forts and Fortified Towns 

5. Tombs and Shrines: Dargahs and their socio-political role; rituals and practices at the Dargahs; Sultanate tombs 

 

UNIT-II 

6. The Mughals: Planning, Aesthetics and Techniques; Calligraphy and decorative motifs 

7. Monumentality and Ideology 

8. Akbar and Jahangir: Forts, Riverfront palaces, Cities, Tombs and Gardens 

9. Shah Jahan‟s Quest for perfection: Cities, Mosques and Mausoleums; the interplay of sacred and temporal power 

10. Gendering Space: Female patrons of Architecture; Nur Jahan and Jahan Ara‟s contestation of the masculine realm; Roshan 

Ara and Qudsia Begum 

 

UNIT-III 
 

11. Temple Architecture: Govind Deva temple; Vijayanagara Temples and their political and economic role 

12. Regional Styles: Jaunpur, Gujarat, Malwa and the Deccan 

13. Other Arts: Paintings: Rajput and Mughal Paintings; techniques and ideological underpinnings; Mughal allegorical paintings 

and the ideas of a sacred kingship 

 

READING LIST 

 

1. Catherine B Asher, The Architecture of Mughal India, The New Cambridge History of India, Vol. 4, Cambridge University 

Press, Cambridge, 1992. 
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3. Ebba Koch, Mughal Art and Imperial Ideology, Oxford, New Delhi, 2001. 
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6. George Michell, Architecture and Art of Southern India, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1995. 
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Harvard University Press, New York, 1996. 
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Cambridge, 2002. 
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1300-1600, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2017. 
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URBANIZATION IN INDIAN HISTORY 
 

 
 

 

UNIT-I 

URBANIZATION IN EARLY INDIA 

1. From Village to City: The Case of Bronze Age Harappan urbanism. 

2. Emergence of Cities in the sixth century BCE: The socio-economic processes. 

3. Decay of cities in the fifth-sixth centuries CE and the feudalism debate. 

4. Emergence of urban centers in the eighth Century 

 

UNIT-II 

URBANIZATION IN MEDIEVAL INDIA 

5. Cities in Tamilaham: Temples, Brahmanism and technological innovations 

6. Turkish rule and the urban revolution 

7. The city as a lived space: Shahjahanabad, a 17
th

 century city 

8. Cultural life of a city: a case study of Agra 
 

 

 

9. Kolkata: A British colonial city 

UNIT-III 

COLONIAL AND POST-COLONIAL CITIES 

10. Panjim: A Portuguese colonial city 

11. Pondicherry: A French colonial city 

12. Delhi: In independent India: 1947-2011 
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10. Raphael Malangin, Pondicherry: That was once French India, Roli Books, Delhi, 2015. 
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12. Satish Saberwal (ed.), Process of Institution in Urban India: Sociological Studies, Vikas Publishing House, New Delhi, 1978. 

13. Sumit Sarkar, Writing Social History, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1997. 
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HISTORY OF HAPPINESS 
 

 
 

 

UNIT-1 

1.1. Concept of Happiness: Theories; Emotional state theory, Hedonism, Life satisfaction theory and Perspectives; Metaphysical, 

theological and empirical.    

1.2. Philosophies of Plato, Ibn Sina, Rumi, Al-Farabi, and Freud.  

UNIT-2 

 

2.1. The idea of Happiness in the Indian Knowledge System; Sanatan, Jaina and Buddhist views and the Yoga tradition. 

2.2. Chase of Happiness in historical narratives; A comparison of literary theories:  Greek tragedies, Indian dramas, the Shah namah, 

Gulistan-Bustan, Premakhyan, Shahar Ashob.   

2.3. The conflicts and consensus in religions around situating happiness against a backdrop of death/rebirth/nirvana/moksha, 

nothingness (shunya/fana), loss and adversity.  

UNIT-3 

 

3.1. History & evolution of Positive Psychology. 

3.2. Modern Researchers and their hypotheses: Anna Lembke, Ichiro Kishimi, Jonathan Haidt, Mark Manson, Paulo Coelho, Robin 

Sharma and Yuval Noah Harari .  
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