Jamia Millia Islamia
Department of Economics
Four Years Under-Graduate (FYUG) programme
(w.e.f. 2024-25)

Title: Introduction to Environmental Thought

Type of course: Value Added Course (VAC) | Code: 24-ECO-V-105

Semester: | Credits: 2

I. Introduction to the course: Most people express concerns these days over deterioration of
the natural environment, be it just around them (plastic waste), or the city they live in (air
pollution) or even at the global level (ozone layer depletion). But expression of thoughts by
many individuals for conservation of environment—for its social value—started many
decades ago, across continents. Over time, the individual thoughts were shared by others—
the common ‘agenda’ gave rise to environmentalism. The economic, social, political,
religious (and other) positioning of different ‘groups’ resulted in varieties of
environmentalism. Some of them could influence the framing of environmental policies in
many countries, including India. Of course, some environmental policies have come about
due to commitments made in international platforms. This course covers these elements, at an
introductory level. No prior knowledge of any discipline is necessary.

I1. Course Objectives:
1. To understand the origin and evolution of environmental thought
2. To identify and contrast the attributes of the varieties of environmentalism
3. To connect environmentalism with environmental policies in India
4. To analyse select environmental policies in India

I11. Learning Outcomes: At the end of the course, students are expected,
1. To identify the changing contours of environmental thought over time and space
2. To distinguish between different types of environmentalism
3. To appraise the influence of environmentalism on policies and regulations in India
4. To recognize the broad features of the policy framework related to environment in
India

1VV. Course Contents:

Unit I: Evolution of Environmental Thought and Environmentalism
Introduction to environmental thought

Origin of modern environmental thought

Introduction to environmentalism and its varieties

Contrasting environmentalism in the industrial/ developed with non-industrial/ developing
countries (environmentalism of the poor)

Environmentalism through international treaties

Unit-11: Environmentalism in India

Varieties of environmentalism in India

Contributions of judiciary in India on environmental matters




Indian environmental movements

Impact of environmentalism on policies in India

Unit I11: Environmental Policies in India (selected)

Environment in the Indian Constitution (Fundamental Duties, other Articles and case law)
National Forest Policy (1988)

National Environmental Policy (2006)

National Water Policy (2012)
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Relevant policies from website of the concerned ministries

V1. Evaluation:
Internal tests Assignment (25 marks)

University examination Written unseen test in the usual pattern (one 20 mark question
from each unit and 15 mark from all units, 75 marks in total)



