
Public Relations Office 
Jamia Millia Islamia 

February 25, 2025 
Press Release 
 

The Sarojini Naidu Centre for Women’s Studies (SNCWS), JMI, Launches a 
Distinguished Lecture Series with an Insightful Talk by Prof. Linda Martin Alcoff 

 
The Sarojini Naidu Centre for Women’s Studies (SNCWS) at Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) 
successfully inaugurated its ‘Distinguished Lecture Series’ with an illuminating online 
lecture by Prof. Linda Martin Alcoff, a renowned philosopher from the City University of 
New York. The lecture, titled “A Decolonial Approach to Feminist Epistemology,” offered 
a profound exploration of feminist knowledge systems and their intersection with 
decolonial thought. 
 
The event was held under the esteemed patronage of Prof. Mazhar Asif, Vice Chancellor 
of JMI and Patron of the Distinguished Lecture Series. Prof. Nishat Zaidi, Honorary 
Director of SNCWS, chaired the session, while Dr. Ambreen Jamali facilitated the 
proceedings. In her welcome address, Prof. Zaidi emphasised the significance of 
recognising women’s intersectional experiences in shaping inclusive epistemological 
frameworks. She highlighted the need to challenge the passive exclusion of women’s 
knowledge, underscoring that emotions and everyday lived experiences constitute a 
valuable knowledge system in their own right. 
 
Prof. Alcoff’s lecture critically examined mainstream epistemology’s androcentric biases 
and its disconnect from women’s lived realities. She underscored how traditional 
knowledge structures often disregard women’s agency and consciousness, leading to a 
one-dimensional understanding of their experiences. Her talk shed light on how 
integrating diverse feminist perspectives can contribute to a more comprehensive and 
inclusive knowledge paradigm. 
 
The event’s virtual format enabled scholars' participation across disciplines and 
geographical boundaries, fostering an engaging and interactive discussion. The Q&A 
session, moderated by Ms. Chaitali Pant, a research scholar at SNCWS, provided an 
opportunity for attendees to delve deeper into the themes of the lecture. The event 
concluded with a formal vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Amina Hussain. 
 
The Distinguished Lecture Series reaffirms SNCWS’s commitment to fostering critical 
academic discussions on gender, knowledge, and mainstream discourse. By providing a 
platform for dialogue on the dynamic intersections of gender, identity, and 
epistemology, the series aims to contribute to an evolving and more inclusive 
understanding of knowledge in contemporary society. 
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